
     

Meander Point Water Quality Ponds 

2020 WATER 
QUALITY 
PROJECTS 

Construction has been completed 
on two new Water Quality 
Wetlands projects.  The O-Coulee 
Project is located on nearly 8 
acres just west of Twin Falls on 
the O-Coulee Drainage. The O-
Coulee Project consists of six 
large cleaning cells, and a large 
finishing pond to clean up 

irrigation return flows from several 
thousand acres of irrigated farm land before it discharges into Rock Creek and then into 
the Snake River just below the City of Twin Falls.  The project was built in cooperation 
with the City of Twin Falls, and the Southern Idaho Water Quality Coalition.  The O-
Coulee project was funded with cost sharing grants from the Bureau of Reclamations 
Water Smart Program and the Idaho State Water Resource Board Flood Mitigation 
Grant. This project was not constructed with a Conservation Easement, instead it has 
been constructed on land purchased by the Twin Falls Canal Company from Alvin and 
Anne Allen, and will help to improve water quality in Rock Creek, and the Snake River 
for many years to come. 
          Also completed just this fall is the Meander Point Water Quality Project.   This 
project focuses on the Lateral #43 return, and consists of one large cleaning cell and a 
large finishing pond to remove sediment from two thousand acres of irrigated land, as 
well as urban runoff, prior to spilling into the Auger Falls Property just below the 
Meander Point subdivision.  This project was also constructed in cooperation with the 
City of Twin Falls, and the Southern Idaho Water Quality Coalition. The Meander Point 
project was funded with a cost sharing grant from the Bureau of Reclamations Water 
Smart Program on property that is owned 
by the City of Twin Falls and will help 
improve water Quality in the Snake River 
for many Years.   
          These projects and the partnerships 
that we develop through these projects 
play a very important role to help us meet 
our TMDL goals, and ensure that the 
efforts and expense required to develop 
these water quality facilities can provide 
water quality advantages for the 
stockholders of the Twin Falls Canal 
Company well into the future. 
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Highway 30 Water Quality Ponds 

24-Hour 
Emergency 

Number 

208-733-6731 
Business Numbers 
Twin Falls office- 

208-733-6731 
Buhl/Castleford office- 

208-543-4264 

 
Aquatic Herbicide 

Notice  
 TFCC must control aquatic weed 

growth within its canals and laterals 

to ensure water delivery and canal 

safety. As part of its control 

procedures TFCC applies aquatic 

herbicides such as Aquatic Weed 

Killer/Teton/ Cascade/copper sulfate, 

on a limited basis to certain canals 

and laterals throughout the irrigation 

season. If you have questions about an 

aquatic herbicide application, 

including the time and location of 

applications contact the Twin Falls 

Office. Applications to canals and 

laterals vary depending upon 

conditions, including air temperature 

and weather, and the presence of 

weed growth in the canal system. 



 Managers By-Line 
 

  

By: Brian Olmstead 
TFCC Manager 
I will give you the bad news first. It looks like our 4 consecutive year streak of above average snow packs is coming to an 
end this year. We presently have an 85% snow pack in the Upper Snake Watershed which means we probably won’t 
have the abundance of early summer natural flow we have enjoyed in recent years. The good news though is that we do 
have full reservoirs thanks to our large carryover storage from last season.  And if we need it, we will have access to the 
50,000-acre feet of storage water that is supplied by the Idaho Ground Water Appropriators to the Surface Water 
Coalition as agreed to in the 2015 Ground Water/Surface Water Settlement.  
So, looking back at similar years, I am predicting that we will have a few weeks of 3/4 inch deliveries as the snow is 
melting. Then, depending on how dry the weather is and how well the springs at American Falls flow it is likely that we 
will have to cut back to 5/8 inch by mid-summer. Remember, we have delivered 5/8 inch many times in the past and if 
you manage carefully you can still grow the same abundant crop. Here are some tips: 1) Pour the water to your grain 
and forage crops early to fill the soil profile so you don’t have to play “catch up” in hot weather later on. 2) Replace any 
old or worn sprinkler packages now so that each nozzle is delivering the designed flow. Research shows that if your pivot 
regulators and nozzles are over five years old, they are applying 10% more water than specified and that means your 
standard pivot will not operate on a 5/8-inch delivery. Water loss for worn wheel lines and handline nozzles is even 
worse! 3) Please! communicate water changes (both on and off) with your ditch rider well in advance so we can provide 
you an accurate and timely delivery while keeping system waste to a minimum. We can’t conserve water in the rear-
view mirror, only if we can see it ahead of us. If this turns into a two-year drought, every acre-foot we don’t waste this 
year might just save your crop next year!  
After 21 years working at TFCC, I will be retiring on June 18th. I have enjoyed “almost” every minute working for this 
terrific organization and with all of you water users! I have complete confidence in my replacement, (see page 3), in the 
TFCC Board of Directors, and in all the rest of TFCC staff, crew members and ditch riders. I won’t be leaving the water 
business entirely as I have been appointed to the Idaho Water Resource Board where I hope to continue the excellent 
work they have been doing to protect, and sustain our most valuable resource. In my retirement, I plan to spend more 
time traveling, enjoying the Grand Kids, and I might just raise a small herd of prime breeding steers as I ride off into the 
sunset!  Happy Irrigating… 

LET THE SPRING TIME WORK BEGIN 
By: Jay Barlogi 
Field Supervisor 
     It’s easy to be drawn to the 
natural beauty of springtime in the 
Magic Valley. It reminds us all of just 
how privileged we are to be 
stewards of the land and water.  
Along with the beauty of springtime 
comes the hard work that for 

decades has 
followed 
southern 

Idaho winters.  Time to stretch out 
all the kinks that have developed in 
the muscles and bones through the 
last few months and prepare the 
ground for planting.  Burning 
ditches, cleaning ditches, working 
the ground, and sowing the seed are 
all steps in the spring time dance of 
a farmer.  Preparing our land to 
receive the water that crops need is 
essential to the success of any crop, 
but preparing to waste our water off 

of the farm and retain the soil on the 
farm is essential to our future 
success.  Just as cleaning the ditches, 
working the land, and sowing the 
seed are all important steps, 
building, and  cleaning your ponds, 
using PAM, and planting filter strips 
are necessary to reduce erosion, 
ensure that we retain the soil on our 
farms, and meet our water quality 
goals.

 
 

Water user cleaning pond west of Twin Falls 

Over 7ft of sediment accumulation being cleaned from 
the Norris Water Quality Facility east of Twin Falls 

TFCC WILL BE HOLDING A RETIREMENT GET TO GETHER FOR BRIAN ON JUNE 18, 2021 8am – 4pm  
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 



 Midway Power Plant 
 

 Welcoming the New 
 TFCC Hires New Manager 

The TFCC Board of Directors has hired our current Field 
Supervisor Jay Barlogi to be the next Manager when 
Brian Olmstead retires on June 18. Jay first came to 
work for TFCC as a ditch rider in 1992, then was 
promoted to East End Watermaster in 1996. In March of 
2008 he replaced Brian as Field Supervisor, and has 
been in that position until now. Jay has done an 
exemplary job this past 13 years working on water 
quality, safety, planning and zoning issues, sprinkler 
conversions, pipelines, and improving our measurement 
and diversion facilities. Jay is also serving his 4th term on 

the Twin Falls County 
Planning and Zoning 
Commission and has been 
chairman for most of those 
years. Jay has all the 
experience, knowledge, and 
skills to take over the helm 
of Twin Falls Canal 
Company!   

TFCC Hires Company Engineer 
TFCC is very pleased to welcome Jason Brown to our 
staff as Company Engineer! Prior to being hired at TFCC, 
Jason worked for eight years for the City of Twin Falls in 
the City’s engineering department. He focused mostly 
on infrastructure projects and environmental issues. 
Jason was born and raised in Caldwell Idaho. He resides 
in Twin Falls with his wife and two children. He enjoys 
spending time outdoors with his family, attending 
sporting events, and fly fishing. Jason received a 
bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering from the 
University of Nevada, Reno and a 
master’s degree in environmental 
engineering from Washington 
State University. He is a licensed 
professional engineer in Idaho 
and Washington. Jason is excited 
for this new opportunity and looks 
forward to helping lead Twin Falls 
Canal Company into the future.  

Rights-of-ways reminders 

By: Quintin Cammack 
West End Watermaster 
We, at TFCC would like to take this opportunity to send out a friendly 
reminder about rights-of-way. Operating a system, such as ours requires a 
lot of maintenance and grooming along our canal and lateral banks. In 
order for us to be effective, we would like to ask that our shareholders help 
us protect the rights-of-way by keeping them clear of trees, fences, gates, and other encroachments.   
If you have any questions regarding the right-of-way, please don’t hesitate to reach out to your local Watermaster, or 
other TFCC representative. Thanks, and have a safe and productive season! 
 
 
By: Louis Zamora 
Midway Power Plant Engineer 
I am happy to say that the Lowline Midway Hydro plant will make its final loan payment in 
December of this year.  The plant was commissioned in August of 2007 and ran smoothly 
since then.  Also, in two years, the lease agreement expires on the Lower Lowline Rapids 
plant and TFCC will assume full ownership of it. Between Midway and our other power 
facilities the revenue saves the shareholders at least seven dollars a share.  With Midway 
paying off this should help keep the assessments low in the near future.  Power production 
does involve us in issues we never planned on.  From property tax evaluations to Public 
Utility Commission cases to Federal Energy Regulatory Commission rule changes, it seems 
there is always something going on where we are trying to protect our investments.  If 
anyone has any power related questions, please feel free to 
contact me. Midway Power Plant 



All orders for water deliveries MUST be given 
to YOUR DITCHRIDER 48 hours in advance. 
 
*** TFCC NO LONGER HAS A DISPATCH OR RADIOS*** 
Ditch riders are available to receive calls at  
their listed telephone numbers between 
7:00 AM & 7:30 AM Monday through Saturday. 
If you are unable to reach your ditch rider you can leave 
a message or send them a text message. If a water 
emergency arises contact the Twin Falls Office. 
Twin Falls Area- Call Twin office 
Office and Yard    208-733-6731 
Manager- Brian Olmstead  208-404-3224 
Field Supervisor- Jay Barlogi  208-326-4714 
Company Engineer- Jason Brown 208-969-1092 
TF Watermaster- Troy Jones  208-490-2221 
TF O&M Supervisor- Clay Robinson 208-308-6251 
Power Plant Eng. Tech- Louis Zamora 208-731-6851 
 

Murtaugh – Milner 
Milner Dam- Doug Ping   208-432-5423 
Murtaugh Lake- Darby Linares-Gebauer 208-421-4903 
 

Twin Falls – Kimberly – Hansen 
Hansen- Jon Crane   208-293-6824 
N&E of Kimberly- Austin Hafer  208-280-9401 
Kimberly- Andrew Fracher  801-722-8038 
Lowline S of Kimberly- Joe Jenik  503-333-4489 
Highline S of Kimberly- Scott Ross 208-308-4901 
Twin Falls City & NW- Drew Jones 208-308-2553 
SW of Twin Falls- Mark Makin  208-308-1562 
Airport Area- Kelley Collins  208-539-8102 
LL- Curry Area- Walt Taylor  208-539-3120 

Buhl Area 
Buhl/Castleford Office & Yard  208-543-4264 
LL Watermaster-Quintin Cammack 208-969-0061 
HL Watermaster- Wayne Burgemeister 208-539-1942 
O&M Supervisor- Doug Howard  208-308-6334 
 

Filer & Buhl Ditchriders 
North of Filer- Santiago Alvarado 208-934-6996 
Filer & Peavey- Michael Graybeal 208-308-6825 
Peavey Area- Josh Huett  208-316-1199 
E of Buhl- Jacob Kaster   208-410-3422 
Buhl City Area- Bob Bowman  208-490-1039 
SW of Buhl- Jim Ramos   208-308-8478 
Lucerne Area- Tim Denton  208-320-3259 
 

Castleford Ditchriders 
HL W of HWY 93- April Thorson  208-539-6659 
Clover- Mike Ihler   208-734-7930 
S of Buhl- Becky Oatman  208-308-1516 
HL E of Castleford- Jessica Robinson 208-543-5815 
SE of Castleford- Cheryl Sample  208-537-6728 
S of Castleford- Tracy Vulgamore 208-308-0935 
Castleford Area- Connie Cunningham 208-630-4514 
 

Board of Directors 
Filer- Roger Blass   208-326-5129 
Castleford- Phil Blick   208-537-6724 
Murtaugh-Hansen-Kimberly  
Dan Shewmaker   208-423-4507 
Twin Falls- Dave Patrick   208-734-7153 
Buhl- Rick Pearson   208-731-6233

 

Ditch Rider Phone Numbers 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY NUMBER -208-733-6731 

Business Hours – Phone Numbers 
 Twin Falls Office 208-733-6731 
 Buhl/Castleford Office/Yard 208-543-4264 
 Twin Falls Yard 208-733-64361 



Twin Falls Canal Company 
PO Box 326 
Twin Falls, ID 83303-0326 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reminders 
*Keep glyphosate products off Ditch Banks 
With all of the Roundup-Ready crops now grown in this area, it is 
very tempting to just hang the spray boom over TFCC ditch banks 
while spraying your crops with Glyphosate products. That will 
destroy the sod that maintains the integrity of the ditch bank and 
ultimately lead to a much larger erosive ditch that will only grow 
obnoxious hard to manage weeds. Grass is really our best friend in 
maintaining ditch banks both for stability and controlling weeds. 
Please spray carefully only to the edge of your cropland and avoid 
spraying the ditch bank.  If you have a ditch bank that needs to be 
re-seeded with grass or you need help controlling weeds on any 
TFCC ditch, call us at 733-6731 and we will work with you to clean – 
up and reseed the bank. 

***It is prohibited by Idaho State Code to plant trees or 
otherwise obstruct a TFCC right of way. *** 
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Need water now? 
You can now pay your assessments 

over the phone or in the office using a 
credit/visa card. For any credit/visa card there 
is a 3% surcharge added. You can also use our 
online payment process with an electronic 
check as well at www.twinfallscanal.com just 
look for the Pay with e-check at 
Paystation.com link.  

 

 

http://www.twinfallscanal.com/

